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Background 
The attached document contains a suggestion for organizing a HELCOM Workshop on nutrient recycling to 
work towards the MD 2013 target of enhancing the recycling of phosphorus (especially in agriculture and 
waste water treatment) and promoting development of appropriate methodology. 
 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to consider a possibility to organize HELCOM workshop on nutrient recycling aimed 
at implementation of the MD 2013 commitment in different spheres. 
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HELCOM Workshop on nutrient recycling 

Why do we need a workshop? 
The HELCOM Contracting Parties agreed in the Ministerial Meeting in 2013 to enhance the recycling of 

phosphorus (especially in agriculture and waste water treatment) and to promote development of 

appropriate methodology.  

Phosphorus is an unrenewable resource. The mined phosphorus reserves will eventually be exploited and, 

at the same time, we should produce 60 % more food by 2050 to feed the growing world population. There 

is a need to start recycling phosphorus properly before it runs out from the reserves. 

The EU Circular Economy Package was adopted by the European Commission on 2 December 2015. The 

Circular Economy Package consists of an EU Action Plan for the Circular Economy that establishes a 

concrete and ambitious programme of action. 

The action plan identifies i.a. that recycled nutrients are a distinct and important category of secondary raw 

materials. Their sustainable use in agriculture reduces the need for mineral-based fertilizers, the production 

of which has negative environmental impacts, and depends on imports of phosphate rock, a limited 

resource. However, the circulation of fertilizers based on recycled nutrients is currently hampered by the 

fact that rules as well as quality and environmental standards differ across Member States. In order to 

address this situation, the Commission will propose a revision of the EU regulation on fertilizers. An Annex 

to the Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament on the Action plan for the Circular 

Economy implies the elaboration of a proposal for a revised fertilizers regulation in 2016. 

Communication on the review of the list of critical raw materials for the EU and the implementation of the 

Raw Materials Initiative, published in 2014 included phosphorus into the list of raw materials which are 

crucial to Europe’s economy in 2014.  

Efficient manure management is the key to nutrient recycling and reducing nutrient loading to the Baltic 

Sea. Treating manure not as a waste but as a resource requires taking manure nutrients fully into account 

when fertilizing the crops. The work of HELCOM Agri group to develop advanced manure standards and to 

apply nutrient accounting on farm level in the Baltic Sea region are important steps towards nutrient 

recycling. 

Besides manure, other nutrient resources such as sewage sludge need to be taken into account. HELCOM 

Pressure group is working on a recommendation on the sewage sludge handling. The objective of the 

recommendation is to assure maximum utilization of the valuable component contained by the sludge and 

contemporary minimize possible negative environmental impact. The draft recommendation considers 

application of treated sewage sludge and its products in agriculture, forestry, landscaping and land 

reclamation and other spheres. 

Sustainable practices aimed at minimizing nutrient inputs to the environment are considered also by newly 

adopted HELCOM Recommendation on sustainable aquaculture. The document inter alia implies 

recommendations aimed at prevention of additional nutrient discharges by optimizing nutritive 

requirements and encourage the use of regionally sourced products as fish feed ingredients. 

Aim, scope and timeframe of the workshop 
The aim of the HELCOM Workshop on nutrient recycling is to create dialogue and synergies as well as to 

share knowledge between different working groups and actors within the HELCOM framework dealing with 

nutrient recycling to meet the targets set by the HELCOM agreements and other policies. 

The workshop will also serve for establishing a dialog on regional policy for nutrients recycling and facilitate 

advancing of respective national policies. The workshop could take place in autumn 2016.  


